
TRAINING PLAN 

Subject Area: 

Forensic Science – Bloodstain Pattern Analysis (BPA) 

Course Title: 

Transfer Stain in Bloodstain Pattern Analysis 

Valid from: 

2025-01-01 

Provider: 

National Bloodstain Pattern Analysis Council / NFC in cooperation with Region Bergslagen 

Authorized Instructor: 

Certified BPA instructor with national assignment 

Target Group: 

• Newly employed crime scene investigators (CSI) 

• Experienced forensic practitioners seeking specialization in transfer stains 

Prerequisites: 

• Basic CSI training 

Scope: 

2 hours (theory + practical exercises) 

Purpose: 

The purpose of the training is to provide participants with an in-depth understanding of the creation, 

documentation, and interpretation of transfer stains in blood. 

Learning Objectives: 

By the end of the training, participants will be able to: 

1. Define different types of transfer stains (swipes, wipes, transfers). 

2. Distinguish transfer stains from passive and active bloodstains. 

3. Explain the mechanisms that lead to the formation of transfer stains. 

4. Apply correct documentation methods (photography, sketching, 3D scanning). 

5. Identify common pitfalls and limitations in the interpretation of transfer stains. 

6. Perform a basic practical exercise in creating and documenting contact stains. 

Content: 

• Definition of transfer stains (swipes, wipes, transfers) 

• Differences between passive bloodstains and transfer stains 

• Mechanisms of formation (direct contact, movement, dragging) 

• Limitations and pitfalls in interpretation 



• Documentation methods (photography, sketching, 3D scanning) 

• Short practical exercise 

Learning Activities: 

• E-learning module with basics of transfer stains (video) 

• Short interactive lecture with expert 

• Group discussion on interpretation 

• Practical exercise: examine and classify differnet transfer stains 

Certification Exam: 

• Practical exam: identify and describe contact stains 

• Short written test (multiple choice) 

Materials and Literature: 

• Gross, Criminal Investigation (1924), chapter on bloodstains 

• James, Kish & Sutton, Principles of Bloodstain Pattern Analysis 

• NFC Guidelines for BPA 

• PowerPoint and digital training material 

Other Information: 

• The training can be integrated into the national BPA step training program 


